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OPENING & WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

[Based on work by Julia Seymour] 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin: 

 

God of all knowledge and all love, you know my heart. 

I feel things that I wish I did not feel. 

God of all knowledge and all love, you know my thoughts. 

I think things that I wish I did not think. 

God of all knowledge and all love, you know my deeds. 

I do things that I wish I did not do. 

God of all knowledge and all love, you know my omissions. 

I avoid things that I wish I did not avoid. 

God of all knowledge and all love, you know the depths of our 

despair. 

We do not live as we ought in response to your grace and mercy. 

Our imperfections lead us to despair and we lament the 

brokenness to which we have contributed in our own selves, in 

our close community, in the church, and in the world. 

Receive our prayer of repentance. 

God of all knowledge and all love, help us to live in new and 

healing ways. 



Grant peace to our spirits and wholeness in Christ to our lives for 

your glory.  

Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we truly do have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

SONG - Blessed Be Your Name 

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.] 

Blessed be Your name  

In the land that is plentiful, 

Where your streams of 

abundance flow, 

Blessed be Your name. 

 

Blessed be Your name  

When I’m found in the desert 

place,  

Though I walk through the 

wilderness, 

Blessed be Your name. 

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 

turn back to praise.  

When the darkness closes in, 

Lord,  

Still I will say,  

Blessed be the name of the 

Lord,  

Blessed be Your name.  

Blessed be the name of the 

Lord, 

Blessed be Your glorious 

name. 



 

 

Blessed be Your name  

When the sun’s shining down 

on me,  

When the world’s all as it 

should be, 

Blessed be Your name. 

 

Blessed be Your name  

On the road marked with 

suffering, 

Though there’s pain in the 

offering, 

Blessed be Your name.  

 

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 

turn back to praise.  

When the darkness closes in, 

Lord,  

Still I will say,  

 

 

Blessed be the name of the 

Lord,  

Blessed be Your name.  

Blessed be the name of the 

Lord, 

Blessed be Your glorious 

name. 

 

You give and take away, 

You give and take away. 

My heart will choose to say, 

Lord Blessed be Your name.  

 

Blessed be the name of the 

Lord,  

Blessed be Your name.  

Blessed be the name of the 

Lord, 

Blessed be Your glorious 

name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Now I’ll share the prayer for this sixth Sunday after Pentecost.  

 

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the 

seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with 

joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 

[By Pastor Marc] 

 

A FIRST READING FROM Isaiah 55:10-13 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 

not return there until they have watered the earth, making it 

bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 

not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you 

shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and 

the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 

field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 

shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that 

shall not be cut off. 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 



boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 

path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the 

sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 

brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the parable of the 

sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 

what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 

word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has 

no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, 

this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 

the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as 

for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 

one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

A HOMILY 

[By Pastor Marc] 

 

A MUSICAL OFFERING - O Savior, Hear Me 

[Sung by Lois Hainsselin. Piano by Mike Hainsselin.] 



 

OFFERING 

For a little while now, I’ve spent time during worship talking 

about gratitude. Gratitude is one of the powerful images 

scripture uses to show us what a full and abundant life looks like. 

And gratitude impacts all kinds of people in all kinds of 

situations. When Boaz showed Ruth, a foreigner, kindness - she 

gave thanks to God. When Jesus was preparing to feed a giant 

crowd that had gathered around, he gave thanks before feeding 

the people. And when Paul wrote to faith communities 

throughout the Mediterrean Sea - he gave thanks for their 

partnership in the gospel. We, like all the thankful people in 

scripture, are called to practice gratitude as part of our spiritual 

journey. We get to name and claim those things for which we 

give thanks to God - and we get to keep them in the front of our 

minds even when life is completely chaotic. Gratitude helps us 

see how everything is a gift from God and we are invited to be 

generous stewards of every gift we receive.  

 

So as you look back over this last week, how did you cultivate 

gratitude and generosity? What thankful moment was your 

daily offering to God? If you want, I invite you to share your 

gratitude and generosity moment in the comments to this 

worship service. No moment of generosity is ever too small. And 

no experience of gratitude is too simple to be meaningful. The 

practice of gratitude and generosity reveals how God is already 

active in the world around us.  

 



CLC is grateful for your generosity so that we can be generous to 

others with our ministry. If you would like to support this 

ministry you can do so on our website or by writing a check and 

dropping it in the mail to us, and we will use it to generously 

offer the word of God to all people and serve our neighbors in 

need. 

 

And as a sign of our gratitude, generosity, and our commitment 

to Jesus and one another - let us pray for our needy world. When 

you hear the words: “O God, rain down your mercy on us,” 

please respond with “your mercy is everlasting.” 

 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE DAY 

We pray for our congregation, for our bishops Elizabeth and 

Tracie, and for all the churches in our neighborhoods. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for missionaries and for newly planted congregations 

around the world. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for those for whom growth in faith is difficult. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 



your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for farms and fields that are devastated by drought. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for all animals in search of water. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for everyone who is suffering from the heat. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for peace throughout the world, especially in the Middle 

East. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for Donald the President; Philip the Governor; all 

legislators; and the mayors and councils of the towns we call 

home.  

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 



 

We pray for our society to be purged of racism. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for the thousands who each day are contracting the 

coronavirus. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for those without jobs or health care. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for medical workers and researchers. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for all who are sick. 

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for all who are burdened by anxiety. 

 



O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We pray for all those we name now in this moment of silence.  

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

We thank God for all who showed us what holy love was all 

about and who now rest with You.  

 

O God, rain down your mercy on us, 

your mercy is everlasting. 

 

O merciful God, receive these prayers, and grant us your Spirit 

of peace and joy, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit across phone lines, social 

media, and the internet - let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  



Amen.  

 

SONG - What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

[played and sung by Argine Safari and David Scance.] 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

oh, what needless pain we bear -- 

all because we do not carry 

ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged -- 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness -- 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge -- 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he'll take and shield you; 



you will find a solace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING  

And now - know this:  

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen 

 

Now go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of 

good courage;  hold fast to that which is good; render to no one 

evil for evil;  strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  

help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A reminder:  



1) Our Prayer meetings via conference call every Tuesday and 

Thursday at 12:30 pm.  

2) If you need help, please don’t hesitate to reach out at 

pastormarc@clc4u.com  

3) On Thursday, Pastor Marc announced a new book study 

group to help us grow in how we talk about race. Often, these 

conversations can stir all sorts of emotions - from 

defensiveness to shame. We need tools to help us talk 

faithfully about something that impacts all our lives. Please 

contact Pastor Marc if you would like to participate. He 

needs a headcount so that he can make sure to order enough 

resources for everyone who wants to participate.  

4) Worship next Sunday, July 19, will be via online/conference 

call at 10 am or in-person at 10 am. We’ll be celebrating a 

baptism when we gather in person as well. If you plan to 

attend outdoor worship, please contact the church office by 

Thursday to let us know you will be there.  
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